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M essage from President
Pamela Y ates

When | was akid | had the BEST
HOUSE on the street. All little
kids think that, | imagine, but my
house was where the
BOOKMOBILE stopped for the
whole neighborhood. True fact
and | would guess that most of
you have never even heard of a bookmobile much
less ever seen one. And so | became one of those
people who gravitated to visiting libraries, any
library, anywhere, no matter the size as long as
books were present. My most recent travels have
taken me to the British Library in London, the
Bodleian Library in Oxford and Queen Elizabeth's
library at Windsor Castle.

But home is always most comfortable and | love
my local library. | visited the little Centerville
Library regularly when it started out in one small
room in what is now the Police Station. Have you
seen the size of our new Centerville Branch
Library now? It is not finished, but it will be three
times larger than the present library. The money
for that new construction has already been
allocated, but the Houston System Library
operating hours are at issue in this time of
economic woes. Everyone knows money is tight
for state budgets. A library is essential to me, but
others may not feel that way.

If people think libraries are not necessary anymore
they should see the facts and figures for the
Houston Library System. Yes, people are flocking
to use the computers in our libraries. The 1950's
bookmobile libraries have evolved into higher
technology libraries. But libraries are not all about
computers. Not in Houston County. Did you
know that our HOUSTON LIBRARIES
CHECKED OUT 199 BOOKS AN HOUR during
operating hours last year? Did you know that in
the last year 337,324 patrons visited the Houston
libraries? Did you know that 450,285 books and
other items were checked out last year? | sit on the
Houston Library Board as a Director and each
month we discuss how we can keep our libraries
open for as many hours as possible. From the
patron door count figures Houston needs and wants
an active library system.

(President’ s message continued on page 2)

Officers and Directorsfor 2010

Chrigtine Hoskins, secretary; Georgette Lipford,
vice-president; Pam Yates, president; Sharon
Sullivan, treasurer.

Houston County Friends of the Library officers for
2010 are Pam Y ates, President; Georgette Lipford,
Vice-President; Christine Hoskins, Secretary; and
Sharon Sullivan, Treasurer.

Other directors are Marilyn Meusel, Carolyn
Bonner, John Lovejoy, and Sylvia Harvey.

Sixth Annual Old Book Sale
April 29-May 1, 2010

SALE  OLD BOOKSE

Frien Library
| APRIL 29 -MAY 1

The 2010 Houston County Friends of the Library
old book sale is fast approaching. The sale will
take place in the Georgia building, near the clock
tower, at the Georgia Nationa Fairgrounds in
Perry. A preview sale will be held Thursday, April
29, from 4-8 p.m. The cost is $5.00 for non-
members. Members get in free. On Friday, April
30, the sale will be from 9 am.-8 pm. On
Saturday, May 1, from 9 am.-3 p.m. al items are
half price. There is no admissions charge on
Friday and Saturday.




(President’ s message continued from page 1)

Come support your local library. Recycle the
books you have aready read and donate them to
the Friends of the Library. Attend the Friends
OLD BOOK SALE. Help the Friends turn old
books into new books for your own local library.
In six years the Friends have given $107,046.03 to
your library. Come to the Old Book Sale April 28
to May 1 and help us turn used books into money.
See you at the sale! Come tell me if you ever
started your book career in a bookmobile and let's
swap stories about the libraries you've visited.

Friendsof the Library Monthly
M eeting Schedule 2010

All meetings start at 7:00 P.M.

April 6 (NolaBrantley)
April 27 (Headquarters building,, Watson

Central Shopping Center, Watson
Boulevard, Warner Robins)

May (Date and location to be

announced)
June-August No Meetings
Member ship

Marilyn Meusel, Membership Chair and members
of her committee held successful membership
drives at each of the three libraries in February and
March. If you are not currently a member of the
Houston County Friends of the Library, it is not too
late. You can become a member now. You may
get a membership application at any of the three
libraries or from the Friends website
(www.houpl.org/html/friends.htm). Membership is
good for ayear. Dues are $5 for individuals, $8 for
military families, $10 for other families, $50 for
patron/corporate, or $100 for life membership.

For your membership you receive free admission to
the preview sale, $2 off on the price of a book bag,
the FOL newsletter and the opportunity to help
your local libraries with your money, your time,
and/or your book donations.

Websites of Interest

Houston County Public Library www.houpl.org
Houston County Friends of the Library
www. houpl.org/html/friends.htm
Houston County FOL Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/pages/Houston-
County-Friends-of-the-
Library/2957710316437ilter=2

Miss Warner Robins Outstanding
Teen

Taylor Peterson, Miss Warner
Robins Outstanding Teen 2010, is
an active member of the Houston
County Friends of the library.
During her reign as outstanding
teen, she has:

Houston County &
Friends of the Library
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a. Natl. Fairgrounds-Perry

& OLD BOOK SALE

and painted new donation boxes for the three
libraries.

Look for her at the Old Book Sale, April 29
through May 1.



Friends of Georgia Libraries
(FOGL)

Friday, April 23 is the date for the annual meeting
of Friends of Georgia Libraries. This year the
meeting will be held at the Coweta County Central
Library in Newnan. Timesare 9 am. to 2:30 p.m.

Lynne Bradley, director of the Office of
Government Relations of the American Library
Association will be the keynote speaker. Her topic
is“Getting What Y ou Need For Your Library.”

Also appearing will be novelist, Amanda Gable of
Decatur, Georgia. Amanda's current release is
“The Confederate General Rides North: A Novel.”

The registration deadline is Friday, April 16.
Registration cost is $20 for members;, $30 for
nonmembers (includes 2010 FOGL membership).
Registration forms are available online at
www.georgia-friends.org.

FOGL is a statewide organization with the mission
“to create an informed statewide voice for
Georgia s libraries through a grassroots network of
citizens who communicate the value of libraries as
essential community services and to strengthen the
ability of local Friends organizations to support
their libraries.” Annual dues are $10.

2009 Friends of the Library Old
Book Sale Profitsat Work

After last year's old
book sale, the Friends
donated $10,000 each to
the three libraries. The
Warner Robins and
Perry  branches has
spent their funds on
summer reading club
performers, books,
audio books, reference
sets, publicity items,
etc.

Houston Friends
of the Library. .=

The Centerville library has spent part of their
money for the same kinds of items. But Nancy
Granger, Centerville branch manager, states that
they are holding on to part of the money until the
new building is complete. With that money and
the money they receive after this year’s Old Book
Sale, they will be able to buy many items to
enhance the new library.

Have You Met the Newest
Addition to Our  Publicity
Cutouts?

Volunteers

Putting on an Old Book Sale is a big job. Our
Friends of the Library members work all year
round to plan, organize and conduct the sale. This
requires a lot of volunteers. Friends President Pam
Y ates reports that “we have several people who are
taking on tasks over and above just working the
books. Sylvia Harvey is now in charge of
preparing the FOL bookplates and putting them in
the new books. Jan Maxwell is the Box Manager.
Barbara and Gary Blackburn have put up the
display case at Nola Brantley. Kathy Mackowski
has been invaluable in taking over publicity
tasks... with the news media. Marilyn Meusel
works with the Membership. Don’'t forget to
mention Taylor Peterson, our Warner Robins
Outstanding Teen. She has helped a lot with
membership drives.”

Two other people who take on significant
responsibility for the book sale are the Old Book
Sale co-chairs, Pam Yates and Georgette Lipford.
These two have been doing this as a team for six
years now. They do an outstanding job.

e

Georgette Lipford, Pam Yates, book sale co-chairs




